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Marwan Iskandar is a Lebanese economist who studied at  
Oxford University and the American University of Beirut.  
Since well over thirty years, he has been chief economic 
commentator at An-Nahar, Lebanon’s leading newspaper.  
Between 1968 and 1974 he edited a weekly financial and 
economic review for An-Nahar.
He has advised the ruler of Qatar (1978 to 1982) and the  
ministries of finance and information of three other Arab 
countries. Intermittently, he has advised three Lebanese prime 
ministers, and has published so far fourteen books on economics 
and politico-economic major events in the Middle East.
From 1981 till 2005 he edited and published 25 yearly reviews  
of the Lebanese economy. During this period, he participated  
in two committees (1984 and 1992) that prepared  
macro-economic programs for improving the performance  
of the Lebanese economy.

Through wars, the collapse of empires, 
changing views on the role of women 
in society, economic crises, and more, 
Lebanese American University has 
persevered for almost 200 years.
From the first school for girls in the 
Ottoman Empire to an internationally 
ranked co-ed university serving over 
8500 students, what is now Lebanese 
American University has experienced the 
excitement and challenges of a dynamic 
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yet tumultuous region. First known as the 
American Junior College for Women, the 
institution moved through many iterations 
before becoming a full-fledged university in 
the 1980s.
Bringing together the best in American-
style higher education with a commitment 
to its Arab heritage, the multi-campus 
university champions the development of 
the whole person to be active citizens in the 
building of their communities and nations.
Today LAU produces cutting-edge research 
while innovating teaching across the 
disciplines and remaining a force in the 
creative arts. Iskandar’s book chronicles the 
highs and lows of a historic institution that 
has had an outsized impact on the people 
and development of Lebanon, the Arab 
World, and beyond. 
Drawing on personal recollections, 
geopolitical analysis, and institutional 
history, From College to University: The 
Meteoric Rise of LAU is a gripping account 
of how a commitment to the importance 
of broadly educated women and men to 
become the leaders of tomorrow can—and 
indeed, does—make a difference.

“The fascinating story of the university has been written as an actual 
novel of the phases of development by a well-known economist and 
author.”

“A rich history woven in a smooth and attractive narration.”
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